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Irnarn Abu Hanrfah was born in the city of Kufa in Iraq, during the reign of the powerful 
Urnayyad caliph Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan. Acclaimed as Ai-fmam aS-A'zam, or Ai-A'dham 
(the Great Imam), Nu'man bin Thabit bin Zuta bin Man was better known by hisl Kivm^ lAbG 
HaniTah. None of his sons or daughters is reported as having the name "Hanifah," so it was 
a type of Kuniya like Abu Hurairah or Abu Turaab etc., i.e., an epithetical name meaning 
"pure in monotheistic belief." 
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